
Joint Declaration on the Establishment of the  

Palestinian-Dutch Academic Cooperation Programme on Water (PADUCO) 

 

In 2012, the General Delegation of Palestine (H.E. Dr. Nabil Abuznaid) organized a Higher Education Mission for 

Dutch universities to the Palestinian Territories. Following this mission, ten universities decided to establish a 

consortium, and to cooperate under an academic programme that has a thematic focus on water.  Currently, a 

total of ten Palestinian and Dutch universities participate in the consortium:  

• Al-Quds University (AQU) 

• An-Najah University (ANU) 

• Birzeit University (BZU) 

• Maastricht School of Management (MSM) 

• Palestine Technical University Kadoorie (PTUK)  

• Palestine Polytechnic University (PPU) 

• University of Twente (UT) 

• Technical University of Delft (TUD) 

• UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education 

• Wageningen University and Research Centre (WUR) 

 

The overall objective of PAUCO is to improve the individual, organizational and institutional capacity of the 

Palestinian higher education sector towards contributing to the effectiveness of the Palestinian water sector 

regarding the development, provision and management of water resources and services.  

 

To this end, the consortium members are committed to produce the following three results: (a) improved 

institutional capacity in providing water-related education programmes at graduate and postgraduate levels; 

(b) improved institutional capacity in the design and provision of professional training in water sciences, water 

management and water security; and (c) improved institutional capacity in conducting research at local, 

national and international levels, and in disseminating research outcomes to wider audiences.  In this context, 

the following themes play a central role:  

1. Non-conventional water resources 

2. Water, sanitation and public health 

3. Water management and governance 

4. Water and agricultural production under increased water stress. 

 

The first phase of PADUCO (2014-2015) is supported by the Netherlands Representative Office in Ramallah, the 

General Delegation of Palestine in the Hague, the Palestinian Water Authority, Palestinian Ministry of 

Agriculture, Palestinian Ministry of Higher Education, Netherlands Water Partnership and the Netherlands 

Enterprise Agency. 

  

 

 

 

 


